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LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS — GIFT DISCLOSURE —HON DARRENWEST 
MINISTER FOR REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT’S COMMENTS 

Statement 

HON MARTIN ALDRIDGE (Agricultural) [5.40 pm]: I reluctantly rise tonight to inform the house that it was 
misled on a couple of occasions today during non-government business. During non-government business today, 
I raised a number of facts that had been identified arising from the local government elections in two jurisdictions 
in Western Australia. In the contribution that Hon Alannah MacTiernan made in response to my speech, she said 
that the allegations that had been made against Hon Darren West were baseless. She went on to say, and I will 
quote from the uncorrected Hansard — 

It is not the donor’s obligation to disclose the donation. 

That statement is completely false, and I refer members to regulation 30D(2) of the Local Government (Elections) 
Regulations 1997, which states — 

For the purposes of regulation 30B(2) or 30CA(2), a disclosure is to be made — 

(a) within 3 days of the making, receipt (or promise) of the gift, once nominations are made … 

I refer further to regulation 30CA, “Donors to disclose gifts”. Funnily enough, apparently they did not need to, but 
they do. It states — 

(1) A donor must disclose to the CEO a gift to a candidate promised or made during the period set out 
in regulation 30C. 

… 

(2) A donor must make a disclosure to the CEO in the manner set out in regulation 30D(1), and within 
the time set out in regulation 30D(2). 

… 

(3) A donor must provide the information set out in regulation 30F(1) relating to the gift, and the donor 
must ensure that the information provided is not false or misleading. 

Penalty: $5 000. 

I believe that Hon Alannah MacTiernan, although she is away on urgent parliamentary business, will need to return 
to the chamber at some stage and correct the record because the comment that she made about the facts that I placed 
on the record are wrong. She went on to say in respect of a complaint that had been made to you, Madam President, 
that the complainant was a member of the National Party, and therefore the complaint was vexatious and frivolous. 
She completely dismissed the complaint outright. I received today a statutory declaration from the complainant, 
who has declared — 

I am not currently, nor have I been at any time in the past a member of the National Party of Australia 
(WA). 

In the 2017 City of Greater Geraldton Council Election, I was not supported financially or otherwise by 
the National Party of Australia (WA). 

On two occasions this morning, Hon Alannah MacTiernan made false statements to the house that will need 
correction. Interestingly, she went on to make another statement and I will quote from the uncorrected Hansard. 
She said — 

I know that members on the other side have supported many candidates in the elections. I attended events. 
I noted with considerable surprise that the former Premier, Colin Barnett, actually attended a fundraising 
event for Penny Taylor. I was also at that fundraising event. It was great to see a quality candidate being 
recognised by both sides of politics with support by way of attendance at a fundraiser. 

This raises an interesting point, because clearly from the minister’s statement this morning, she did not believe 
that disclosure of a donation to a local government candidate at an election was required, so hopefully she reads 
this Hansard. It will be interesting to know whether she has indeed infringed the local government regulations. If 
she attended this fundraiser for a local government candidate, it will be interesting to know whether she made 
a gift, which, according to the definition in the regulations — 

… can include a gift of money, a gift which is non-monetary but of value, a gift in kind, the payment of 
an inadequate financial consideration or the receipt of a discount (where the difference or discount is 
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more than $200 worth), financial or other contribution to travel, the provision of a service for no 
consideration or for inadequate consideration, and a firm promise or agreement to give a gift at some 
future time. 

When the minister returns to the house and makes a correction to the statements she has made, it will be interesting 
to see whether she has made a gift by attending this fundraising event and whether she has disclosed in accordance 
with the local government regulations. 

I move on to some of the facts that I put this morning. I mentioned three cases. I said that there were many local 
government jurisdictions in Western Australia—some 140-odd—and I am sampling just two. It is difficult to get 
access to this information, but I believe only three donations made in two local government jurisdictions fall afoul 
of the local government election regulations. The disclosure of the donation of Ms Dale Piercey in Esperance was 
made four days late, the disclosure of that of Ms Jenna Denton in Geraldton was made some 28 days late and the 
disclosure of the donation made to Mr Derek Goforth in Geraldton was again made 28 days late. Interestingly, 
I asked another question in question time today, following on from a question I asked on Tuesday. On Tuesday 
I asked a question, which was question without notice 721, part of which stated — 

How many complaints have been received by the Department of Communities about potential breaches 
of these regulations at the most recent local government actions? 

The answer provided by the Leader of the House on behalf of the Minister for Local Government was “one”. This 
was on Tuesday. Today I asked a question again that was partly answered. The answer to my question stated — 

The Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries has received one complaint. As the 
Department is currently reviewing the complaint, it would not be appropriate to comment further on 
this matter. 

On Tuesday there was one complaint and on Thursday there was one complaint. On Wednesday, which was 
yesterday, I made a complaint. It seems to me that the Leader of the House, in providing a response in this place 
on behalf of the Minister for Local Government, will also need to come to the chamber at some future time and 
correct the record, because as far as I can tell, there was one complaint on Tuesday, which was not me, and I made 
a complaint on Wednesday, so that should be two complaints. This afternoon the house was told that there was 
one complaint. That record will need to be corrected by the Leader of the House at some future time. 

Despite my best efforts to get Hon Darren West to address some of these concerns during the debate, he rose and 
made only a very short contribution that was basically challenging me, or some would say threatening me, to step 
out of the chamber and make the same comments because he believed I was just making them because I had access 
to parliamentary privilege. Obviously, I was very clear in the words I used. I was simply establishing the facts 
around the disclosures relating to these three donations in the City of Greater Geraldton and the Shire of Esperance. 
I made it quite clear that the allegations made about defamation, harassment and bullying of local government 
candidates by Hon Darren West were not made by me, but by another party. I am in no position to be able to 
investigate or assess the veracity of those claims, but I am sure that the appropriate people will do so in due course. 
Off the back of these local government elections, a number of these types of incidents have occurred in relation to 
local government candidates running for council, particularly online. A number of questions still need to be 
answered about ways that Hon Darren West appears not to have complied with the regulations and the law. How 
does he justify his influence in local government elections as a member of Parliament and parliamentary secretary? 
That is a question that the Minister for Local Government refused to answer in question time today. To what extent 
was his office used in making the donation or, indeed, making the late disclosure, which he did on three occasions? 
Were other donations made in other local government areas, with the exception of Esperance and Geraldton? It is 
important to note that upon inspection of the election register in Esperance and Geraldton, the only donations made 
in those two jurisdictions were by Hon Darren West. They are important questions that I think need answers, and 
so far we have not had any from either Hon Darren West or the Minister for Local Government. Indeed, 
Hon Darren West spoke in the debate, but made no attempt to address the facts outlined in this morning’s 
non-government business debate. It is now my intention to seek leave to table documents, including the letters of 
complaint; the formal complaint from me to the department; the statutory declaration, which I have quoted in my 
speech; and the three related disclosure of gifts forms by the donor and the candidates that I have set out in my 
two contributions today. 

Leave granted. [See paper 838.] 
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